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tre dark is cquaLLy a PLGCG to Tind love and af b8 to remember
evcrythlng. but it's not even the dark, it's even more haunting when it
da Llnht. while other peooLe watched

1&: were nowt 1moortant because i bear no
visible bruises or scars, because i have nothing “to write on a poLlce
form, because'wrong'falls to peices in & norma l world where abtuse
s;anlfles affectlon, because my mother wouLd‘ro?aEfderstdnd,

y radica L world i want 0o toLerance, but i1 have rot even given you
my list, the list i tally every few days, more important than the one]
count my Lovers. if onLy rorichecklna SGXUdL disease.
the table. ro Cmatter how small, meagerp
;oaLtry, weak in your -eyes. in my eyes, my body, my Llfe, they outshln
; aLL tre other courses, they break and fly at me ; i when
] eacw for a kigs, trust e

¥

" tegin -
want you to krow thils so you. :
i want you to know this so you can understand where 1 o;me Iro
Aa.d where so many other people, mdybeﬂeveryore, comes rom. :
L know oecause i have not lteen dskln". 1"v1t1h° 17 your.storle




wrat i
ackﬂowLedvem nt. =
pr1v1Leve" ard then Llist off the . WdyG. one must 1“actor this pr¢v1Le°e.
_in<c ever scceﬁd 1rto on$ s eltlrc pers-ectlve. it colors everytnlqc.m

" "this is for me to understdnd too. if the 1rrdppr0prldt0 yet fleeting
' ~ touch still hauntis me fifteen years later, how does the rape, pdrtner%

pnys*cat albuse, everyday harrassment affectlotﬁcr peopLCSYO“-wi&;

we approach noth;na free Yy, & yet and out my traumaW
esiwith a clap on the btack, a smile on the fdce, oblivi ous, oT rot obleou;
@ tut assumed ly untraumatlzed. the oppressor run§ free. and if 1 den't
®think f Jharad enouﬂh or become,conscwous enouoh, mdybe 1 w1L} be the g

N O] Al X
Zam 1 being too™g dramdtld7ls bLocklng out the

i moved forward and continue to d0-502717d6 not have’
emory

% SEmE A4S forcettlng?.have.
the -luxury of(fm}gettfh
1s essential 27}

"what : you w1LL forget. when. uhe reading ends. m

P R B SRR

i ,
wnlLe i tried to work ou

LL over me and we were bdcked dcawnst the wa'll hanging and then up the|
stairs and into his bed. i1 was stllL trying to figure out how to say s
§ﬂo. i had never said no to a sexual advance, ever in my life. hadn'tifg ;
g1 brought tbls on? semetimes i have to practice screaming, even now, v RS

Efbecause 1 can't fathom how to do it. in the past things could never getﬁ‘
2this far because i was in a putlic space or i could deflect an advance-
but never 'no.' sure,i had yelled in my feminism classes and even donexw
-some radical cheering, but i was mute, and still, being fucked in &%
’cLay s bed where he had to sk me to smlLe dnd to touch him, and%&

T crieq wneneVQp we;c”éﬁoea pogatlons and e » LT
no lubricant, but at least a condom, or several, faggdldﬁz{d thege wag
ZMand worked out plang of escape but hawaay Throuwn the nisht mg reath ¢A
781 would never work up the courzge &nd it was only a Ffew %ours_ngilefd*—‘g
wmorn\ng ?nd 1 could surely escape +hen Just wa1¥ 1t out ouch. Iucﬁl %PLS%

S oL GR
nex morn“nv i told nim i'deted- Vigit o
th dga:: ;:Wg%=¥1;éeya2d . teft ild never called him or t:?PZéS%§
t h ear latier-when damien was be :
%anxte% damien twice since then over the years, W;E;el? ;:xn' 1. have
# Doth of them all day and fuck damwen all night, so t3 g out With
: fdoesn t CaLL ne anytnwn" anymore - il and ke




SR S B 5 SRR BN
4 A & ‘S};ﬁ*‘“‘“ bR 3 X! R e por X
cLay called every nieht for 5 wee G ra&m me lau ]
~d cegged me tc visit and he would.. beacn re to surf. 3
~{idamien, how he had called me 'sweetness', all our long talks all tnose,,
Yaights waLk_An my dog, the way he had puLLed me onto the ted the firstag:
Ltlve we made Love, our [long comfortable silences smiling &t each
Hother across the table at the nospital cafeteria. i had fucked up, but
15 couLd at Least go hang wwtn hlS oLdest frlend try teo smush my way

5 Tade thedrlve up to or‘ando. but ran 1nto Some SEAS SR e Bl
fdetour which stalled me two hours. it was 'late - by the tlme I arrlvedi‘
Nand the plan was to sleep over and in the morning we'd head to the oeacb

this was gkay, because it was damien's old apartment, and damien ¥

Istill had a room with 2 ted in it, and i1 looked forward to sLeeplngAtbere.
i reaLLy snouM not have driven, Decause i had some naaor sLeepwnE'f

awkward in person'than he nhad teer n the phon and 1mmed1atety started

pouring me drinks. i barely said anything. most of damien's things had

teen removed from theapartment. i wanted to go to sleep’ 1 didn't know

how to express this or take control of the SLtUatWOp- i thirk 1 realized,

to my borror, very soon, that cLay s 1ntentlons ware so far from what my
ain so Iucklnﬂ na.lve

tFlLd it out and feLt sh‘tty for months, giving in easler to
'after that. 1 have beern trained to be nice at all costs, a nice glrL
someone who is YeLpIuL and loving and accomadating. pernaps i shod}dw
frave escaped my upbrin qin ry now, btut, again, 1t deesn't 2o away. 18
evert to wnat I know 1néiTateLy when 1 am afraid, and 3
Ispills out, or no tnﬁut sszLq out, wrere a rad;cat cheer shong rave:
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i am really work:~z tox office all wee i s
‘Lecoring friendly Witir tre emvloyees in trade Tor frec ~.d oopcor
tut sometimes 3 run up there to check on somethinz or fJnd someone, we
nave- set up cawp, @#s in toxes and toxes of prints and videos, In one R
corper of the ruze second sbory corridor rvnni:* lengthwise along the
theater, where several projectors winked LowLy long and only onc R
person ran all of ther, carefully tined : P o %

Ol"\L - PAS g k3 X
women working at the Iilm Teéstival. there seems to be no end. “to
toy voLunters. ard i dutifully coordirate them into slots. somehow
my main job at the film festival, tesides time and hard work, is to
flirt. smile. maxe people happy. nost thre ﬁsiHmS filmmakers (toys)
visiting lecturers (voys) and patrons and judges and make them feel
we lcome. this is not asked of me explicitly, of course, so perhaps it'is
just in my nature to feel this has to be done. in any case by the end
of the week, of literally 24-hours of smilirg through films and parties
and after-parties, i am fucking tired. but somehow i end up in this ¥
projector room alone, completely alone, in dim light, and the really
big employee, the nuge employee actually, has followed me up here. s

: H. i ted ‘—7\-’ .,' i g \\ v l e \‘:JP ._,,-/

' WE T (

he’ i i : \”1 Il VA PV %g/ (
1s smilinz, so of course i am smiling too, ever when he corners me A'
" tetwecen two projectors and presses his body @gainst me, his face into:
my neck. his arms hold mine agdlhst tvt¥ﬁ LL and he grins as if this is
the vreatest oke. b { '
T
yoo Ies)

i am, as usual, orie of the

L S

' was sad, &nd we wrote e L but Ey the tire he
¥2§L1a0k in orlando for . chr)st”as, i was really deprebsod and £
y &shamed at hnaving done nothinz since i last saw him, worklng

a durmb jot as a secretary. 1 couldn't fathom visintinghim,¥

3; mich as 1 missed nwm. and we tdeed 0:1 the phone while my sister ?
ve me the evil eye. it would be unacceptable to abandon her*é

aLone with my parents to visit a lover
. In any case, i fucked up and Telt:
shitty atout it.dar: cen returned to IA arnd i wouldn't get to beephlm fo;;«

an en +1re ye?: after that' unLess 3 '151»ed nlm, whach Fe tao uLLy de

roomate began calling me., we had opohen a few times of course since
i used to haneg out at their house, he was the complete opposite of da.
a typical fraz boy in every way possible, but they were childhood B

friends and had picked up & few of each other's mannerismg i fanciedf
damien .aq told clay to call me, hanz out with me, take care of reé
sovehow i was hJs Fe;u :rzend’g old g rLfrle d or oLd lover

. e P A -



7 learne: T because e_just as easily
itried-to.start-a:tryst. w1tk me, grahblqﬂ my breasts and k‘SSlné me
.yugh""'! he has lips like my father!t:).

P R an

. ‘--_W"-s,,. d
prc%s‘n: Ty hancgagainst his pants. moaning stup;d
Jhe wanted me., - muttered something a out hi

- not me, and ti dlLy exited nis rercedes, { felt -lik
seeing th\s cow*nﬂ, and i avoided h
*0 do. - ; N

vtuff about how -

inm wanting his iover

e a fool for rot .

anging out wi tr nim, not too hard
e PigarXD ¥

m—‘[—w
i

\'; i 2

_ he ngot die un
[ Reks h Lk BCEt SO ATEe 1 go gy - = 4
riends or not have anyone to snare his secrets with, whi¢h L krow isl|
a ridiculous thought, Tut oh well. sometimes 3 wonder when 1 will
receive the invite to his funeral and ¢ 1 will carry out his
5 last will instructions to me, to find the seeret ring and tass it into.
-his coffin, puttimg it om his penis if possible. he once he Loed a
- student of his fi-d an abortJoa doctor, wiierm 1t was LLEﬂaL and paids
for it. e x ¥ < B

= & -J,mar—p_d_- TRIRATRIND

EEE i ‘ 7
I
(- Can feel his erection. of course. and ‘1 keep grinnin o
\too tecause, well, hell, i can hear the audience, ‘my audience, Laug
telow me through the open window where the image shoots through and i
tfknow it would te tad to scream. d*srupt4ve. jason, the director, wou Ld
ve mad at me, and i protatly fear nim natlng me, even more than he
‘already doe§more than anythinzg else, it is very clsar to me that beih%
‘held down and zroped is better than being held down and raped, and
jresistance physically, is indeed, futile, and my pusnes away from him and
& to hir, pushes 1nto him and for wmore. my smile never leaves my face,

and i rcaLLJ can't remember how i got out of the g3 ituation, that i¥ was
, y urder 5 minutes long, that by stLJﬁ- and flirting i could pretend to
run down the stairs coquettlsﬁLy -natead of ouz of

Bnd avoid rape is what Sth&S to me,
avoid traumd, avoid assault, avoild men.
Seyr - — — ’ e > -

atout all this, concentra A ; only & couple more days

festival is over and so i wait it out, avoiding thc projector
ceasing conversation with employee without makigﬂ him sugpicigus or
wrathful, because 1 still work the box office with his girlfriend. 1
Btell someone, maybde, a boy voLuntcer who_brushes it off of no concern.
a year later we return to the same eater 1o do ‘the same thing and i

merely hooe"the empLoyee no- Lonﬂer works"there. :

M ;
luck Ky for me.,
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oq—the—tno<s 19:- an € a s udent JO b T
hiere are women Who become Ty ;rle.Jq ard empower me ., i am fairly silent,B
thoughk, and private, tecause¢ I am sleeping with my ten years- older boss
at tre filae festival, wrere 3 gpend every evenin
working for him and every nizht fUCKln’_f"F, tut not evVen our co- WOrkers
know and jason refuses tn speak of our relationship, or that is You
rererber 3it. i am crazy In love witr, nim, and he
ip exchange for sex ard hard work, re calls me his worker bee
never his qirlfrierd. it is anna's office, wherc i
1‘(-cra"e her D&r€P“d1 assistant

=

ne, Whose name 3 can't rewcmter. 3% notorwously 2 flirt on campus,

:he is the delivery zuy, so he knrows everyone on campus, and comes ?y nearLy
everyday with some type of package. we are always ordering something org
sending something out ijn the dramatic world of "i nced my conputer. now !
and He is responsible for the Adppnhcqv of our departient. Anra does nim#
special favors, like deeminz rim nice equiptment, to make sure ouréﬁjﬁ~

packazes are delivered in 4 timely ranner, our rush orders go through,ﬁ
or that red tape is pulled when we need it to be. so of course i am very®

Wnice to him and i flirt accordinuLy. L:ke aLL bLe sccretarles and other

i gkes hjs rounds to on B

=0

-+

Em G s S = s :?/
1 think 3 spe t new years eve one _one year Waith B : § :
fal, nis wife, his Lover. his lover's 2 Llittle kids, and me. his wife
adored me, his lover made me cashew pate and drove me nome in her rolls-—
royce, getting mad at al for calling me honey. she had & son my age whofe
suspected everything (her hustand was mostly awa&y on long medical trips)
and 1 fartasized abtout meeting the som. why wasn't i the son's friend
'ﬂnstead of the secret lover's friend? it was all tco romantic and weird
iof a si tuatzon for me to reslst being involved in.msm———= 1 L

S Lover Stoppea pU‘G ing out, SNE WAS  CLCAKINZ Thear Tearts for the. ScxkeJ‘.‘.
‘of the kids, and 2l was afra4a he would die tefore they could ever ce
together. we continued our luncres as i'm & sucker for sushiy and al ;
- had a secret cell phone i-could always: ca{L him-on if i-needed- ?nyﬂlﬁé,,
.a ride, money., dener. the guise  of volunteering-had-falten through dno vz
. 3 oloated my friendship to jason the director and now my ex wro ha%» t
taken up with the blond bomdshe L L who had modeled for our poster tha
i and al made our goodbye nuas .
year. it burned me up, 1 told everyone, an

i

sé'mmx
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Show could ¢ forget atout al.
A ENEEEREIN = :

all these incidents playud

\..’\e"\el.\ es out 1ngE®™ : PGS
thie same time veriod forme. my college y&afﬁ; my aL'aAJ5_ 2L
was my volunteer, btut also & 2#Q+ very hardsome and very intelligentg
ran., charmirg, kind, literal, he nad an impressive resume as a
journalist, like covering all of the racial intezration of th
South for a major news network, inveating how to film foottal gD z
2ames, or Dbeinz there when NCW was formed. somehow voLunueerln
turned into friendship, and he would take me out to eat at expenslve
restai;ants iﬂ exch ange for 'me L: stenjng to him, mm—m - 5

" R m
confldante. marr1ed for ten vears to a very nice woman wro
tut refused to consummate the marraige, he was 1in Love forg
§the first time in 2 long time, with a woman Fwenty-five-years youngen
ihe had told no one of his gffair but me, ard i was thrilled to¥
§rave this peek into another person's life and flattered to be chosen-
jas the holder of his secrets. i still , i thirk, am the only person inth
'worLd whao kaowq w“ere ke keeps a ripng she gave hﬂr and docuneqts of :
i have instructions of what to do Wltu

T

: :s more sad than anytning, bDecause ] felt we were pretty z00d
. “rlends, him sharing so much with mg and all, and tesides the oCvious age ik

S difference--i being practically @ child to him, he was a fatherly flgure )
to me who gave me good advice-on my Lliferand- eapecwaLLy WS encouraaxn o
g of my activism and work. 1 trusted niw JmpDCltLy
” enjoyed the
'affair! he was

sort of an jo, Whau a ¥ BT IR, R e
flirt ne is, because his well- L1ked w1fe works in a dwlfereut erdrtment
on the other side of the e¢ampus. human resources, i think, although i enly
3% saw ner once, and guiltily. He can trap me for long periods of time in
¥ empty rnallways where i am constantly leading him to drop off boxes, the
soffice where anna leaves me alone so often and the door shuts and locks. w
inhatit a makeshift department, the wide dusty empty halls of the huge
vurwel ldy science building, whose only windows exist on occassional corners
@ﬁeaqd the very top, aLways Lockod floor. god, 1 remember having tofk :
the Loud scary basenent %

?ne‘had faken %o..;klssidﬂ T

R wasp ' tlike my italian Ne1ENDOrs Who Kissed gl
24 Pecavse he certaint ' bosed SYpTYy viomdn
inly, that i had seen, ke t this % §
prone, he would step in and kiss me. g *aves l wouLd be On‘the-
@ﬁ towards the end, Irying to WOrk on
Qﬁﬁ?u}d_Lgantover and kiss me.§




-yet learned how to say no,

i told my film festival volunteer friend, a _
toy, who asked me how i could let him kiss me., i had no answer; there was
never any time to say no beforehand. i had considered the delivery man to
be my friend. he was much older, innappropriately older 'i thought at
nineteen looking into fiIty year-old eyes. his kisses were most def1n¢teLy
unwanted, as were all his 1ﬂnuexdoes and suggestions and flirtations.
but k1s51“g crossed the line, a line 1 madi QBr myself ard pretesded not to.
‘see.’ ! . A i
Wi N X"Iﬂ /fNV”Ls
1 felt guilty. he would remind me,_ constantly, of all the things
i did that prodeLy made him kiss me--how pretty 1 was, now sexy’ my “clothes
were, my new hairstyle., it wasn't Just discovering radical feminists
that heLped me stop shaving and ‘wearing makeup and allowed me to dress how
ever 1 wanted instead of to pLease,_nt was to avold _ "attractlnﬂ that

kind of attention®, someh%w

N o L
.\—/\ { )

»’4.. ~ i \ .} ’\ |
((. N F i t:/ I‘F
.. }i; [ %b.'ﬁ . L F AR g
1t is hard even now to admit there was nothlng more 5 e“laL about me
than all those other women on campus he flirted with, except that i had not

that 1 was quieter. than most women, ‘that 1

didn't have a hustand or boyfrlend to talk about who" : .might
havs presented some threat that he kqew he” couLd ga}e advantase ef me.’

itwas grateful: for my: easy vjob-at anna's), gratefuL because i had comethere

“from worknnv ‘a't “the repair srop. where mark, my superv1sor, gave me crappy

jots-if i1 avoided his adthces and allowed me -to-'not work' ‘gr hang sut
ning 5 his stories.

With him if i would comply with flirting and \1ste Yo hi
was harrassed every single day in the shop uy.both rark and david

flirtirg and sugzesting 2nd i remember once-beirg grateful for having a
cold so trat i could escape outside the shop hell and have a moment of

peace, while £L0w1,g .y nose, in the outside ha'llway.-except that a

repair crew was fixing something in the haLLway, ard while i
learned against the wall, miseratle, headache and sinuses corked and sleepy
feeling like shit, one of tre repa*r men kent Lryisv to ask me out on a
. date. there was no escape. ,?_ ‘,;j& _ {i .
£ s & . Pk E
}/ i Ne ‘1‘ 5 } ( \ 1

so anna's dldn t scem so bad--uhe kisses not as bad as tre all-the- tlme

i.

~

harassment, something i1 could forget, end quickly. again, i rever confrong -

Him or toLd aryone i worked with and avoided the situation, 1 eventually
quit after a couple years anrd i protably stopped flirtinz with Him and
r@voided nim. once he wrote me an e-mail after i moved btack home implying

that he would Llike to visit. i forgot nis name, for now, but i also
,have not visited my old campus and home in the three years since i
“have left. ironically, i will te on campus in the spring to talk to

faculty and staif atout gzender activism. somehow i

'trat t I A ESES I Y T R
AW TALAN I ARRYE IV I 1 OF B VN
vl A Vand ot LY ey

don't deem myself up fors



